STEP ONE
TOWN OF MIDDLEBOROUGH 

APPLICATION FOR 

COMMUNITY PRESERVATION ELIGIBILITY
NOTE: This application step enables the CPC to review the request to ensure eligibility and offer guidance. If eligible, Step 2 - Application for Funding must be completed.

Date: __June 2012____ 

Project Title: ___Placing Signs on Middleborough’s Historic Cemeteries_____ 

Applicant/Contact Person: _____Paul Provencher         _____ 

Name of Organization:__Friends of Middleborough Cemeteries______ 

Address: __________8 Thatcher’s Row         Middleborough__02346_______

Telephone: __________508-947-5941________________________________ 

Email: ________PJPRO2000@yahoo.com_______________________
CPA Category (check all that apply):
__X__ Open Space___X__Historic Preservation  






                                                                                                                                  


_____ Recreation   ______Community Housing

CPA Purpose (check all that apply)
______ Acquire

__X__ Create








__X___ Preserve       __X___ Support








__X___ Rehabilitate / Restore

CPA Funding Requested: $ _3,000.00__
Total Project Cost: $ _3,000.00
Project Description: Please provide a brief project description below. Include a brief description of how your project accomplishes the goals of the CPA and include an estimated budget. Please include supporting materials as necessary.

Proposed Time Line: (As a separate attachment, please submit a project implementation schedule including anticipated start and end dates, initiation and completion dates of key milestones, etc.)

Sources of financial sustainability for future maintenance: (As a separate attachment, please submit documentation of financial sustainability including anticipated resources for future maintenance

Other key elements (As a separate attachment, please submit documentation of community support such as endorsements from town permitting boards or commissions, community organizations, abutters, etc)

Submit 10 copies and one (1) compact disk containing the electronic copy of the application and all supporting documents of the completed eligibility application to:

Community Preservation Committee Middleborough Town Hall Annex 20 Center Street Middleborough, MA 02346

Project Description -  


The Friends of Middleborough Cemeteries  have found 14 historic burial grounds in the Town of Middleborough that are not identified by signs.  Buried in these cemeteries are many of the early settlers of our town, hundreds of veterans of the Revolutionary War, the War of 1812, and the Civil War, and many historic leaders of our colonial community.  The Friends of Middleborough Cemeteries would create signs of approximately three feet by two feet with the name of the cemetery and the year of the first burial in the cemetery. Our plan would create these signs from durable materials to ensure a long lasting sign with little need of maintenance. All signs would be installed in an appropriate location for greatest visibility.


We believe this project fits several Community Preservation Goals including :

Goal 1 of Open Space Preservation - “Preserve and protect the scenic beauty and existing rural character of Middleborough”.  Our historic cemeteries are spread across the community and signs would help identify them for the citizens of town and encourage appreciation of our rich history.  These burial grounds are open spaces that will never be developed if they are properly identified and listed on community, state, and federal registers as historic burial grounds.  Signs will help with day to day identification of these historic areas.

Goal 2 of Open Space Preservation - “Preserve, protect, and maintain the quality of Middleborough’s natural resources”.   Signage on our cemeteries help efforts to organize ongoing community support to protect these areas from damage such as falling trees or vandalism.  Cemeteries that receive no care soon are lost to overgrown weeds and trees.  The Cemetery Friends continue to locate “lost” cemeteries.  Signs will help us to keep small cemeteries from being lost to future citizens.

Goal 2 of Historic Preservation - “Preserve, rehabilitate and/or restore town-owned properties, features, artifacts, documents or resources of historic significance”.  Abandoned cemeteries become town property over time. Properly identifying and protecting these sites of great historic significance should be a community wide goal that will help preserve our history and honor our ancestors.

Goal 3 of Historic Preservation - “”Preserve, rehabilitate and/or restore the historic function of a property or site”. Proper signs would help the community identify and appreciate the historic burial grounds of Middleborough.  Without such recognition, more of our historic cemeteries will become “lost” sites, buried in overgrown woodlands.

Budget-  


We expect each sign to cost approximately $200.00.   The sign materials would cost about $100 and the creating of the design and lettering  would cost an additional $100.00.

Time line -


We expect that this project could be completed in a year’s time with all signs created and put in place within a year of receiving funding.

Sustainability -


Assuming the signs are made of extremely durable materials, the signs should last indefinitely with little or no maintenance required.  Plans call for the signs to be computer generated with a historic appearance.  Damaged or destroyed signs can be “reprinted”.   The Town of Middleborough and the Friends of Middleborough Cemeteries should provide ongoing support for these historic sites.

