Vision Statement

To support recreation resources as expressed by the citizens of Middleboro.  Wherever possible,  we will consider documents that articulate this vision such as the Open Space and Recreation Plan(2008), The Town Fields Study Report(2003), the Master Plan(2002), the Community Development Plan(2004), and the Historic Preservation Plan.  Public meetings will augment these studies with the wishes of current citizens.  Residents are encouraged to share their thoughts with the Community Preservation Committee.  Recognizing that documents and studies start to lose relevance with the passage of time, we will try to honor the spirit of past works when making decisions in the present.  


Overview
The three core uses of CPA funds are for open space preservation, historic preservation, and housing.  Ten percent of all CPA funds are allocated to each of these uses.  Funds may also be spent on recreational uses providing they meet the guidelines laid out in the law.  

The CPA law states that CPA funds may be used "for the acquisition, creation and preservation of land for recreational use". It may also be used for the rehabilitation or restoration of such land. The law defines "recreational use" as "active or passive recreational use including, but not limited to, the use of land for community gardens, trails, and noncommercial youth and adult sports, and the use of land as a park, playground or athletic field. "Recreational use" shall not include horse or dog racing or the use of land for a stadium, gymnasium or similar structure.".   The term "Rehabilitation" is defined as "the remodeling, reconstruction and making of extraordinary repairs" to make resources functional for their intended use, including but not limited to improvements to comply with the Americans with Disabilities Act and other federal, state or local building or access codes.

Goals

· Creation of new sports fields to alleviate the shortage and maintenance problems from overuse. (Town Fields Study Report.)

· Establish multi-use trails, equestrian facilities, fishing, hunting, canoe/boat access, pond swimming, neighborhood playgrounds, bicycle facilities, motorbike facilities and interpretive nature areas as community-wide resources. Maintain access to areas that provide access to lakes, rivers, and forested areas for the recreational opportunities they provide. (Master Plan and Open Space Plan)  

· Improve parking, ADA compliance, restroom facilities, and other amenities the allow facilities to be better used for their intended purpose.  Not all needed improvements currently permitted with CPA funds and must be considered on a case by case basis.(Master Plan)

· Consider maintenance costs and needs with any projects that create new recreational assets to insure that they we have the means to support them. 

· Developing multi-use paths by mapping existing paths and linking them together to form a unified system that is linked to the more densely populated parts of town.(Master Plan)

· Encourage access and recreational access use of the Taunton and Nemasket Rivers to encourage increased protection of lands that border these resources.  (Master Plan, Open Space Plan)




